December 1, 1899. 


DECEMBER, 1882. 


TO OUR READERS. 


In consequence of the great pressure upon our space in the present number, we 
are unable to give the usual comments on ‘‘ The Month.” The proceedings at 
the Thirty-sixth Annual Conference of the Evangelical Alliance, recently held iu 
Leicester, being of special interest, we have given a lengthy report of the meet- 
ings, including many of the Addresses delivered on the occasion. We feel assured 
that our readers will be amply repaid by a perusal of these valuable Papers, and, 
therefore, we have the less hesitation in omitting our usual Editorial Notes upon 
current events. | 

We are happy to announce that arrangements have been made by the Council 
of the Evangelical Alliance in regard to the Editorship of this journal, in suoces- 
sion to the tate Mr. J. F. Oakey, and that, with the commencement of the year 
1883, the new Editor will enter upon his duties. 


THE SON OF MAN ON THE THRONE OF THE UNIVERSE. 
Tue sky is the least sympathizing portion of external nature. Its brightest glories 


often shine over men’s darkest hours, and its gloomiest shades as often gather | 


around when man’s heart is “ merry within him.” The broad vault where the 
constellations revolve in silent glory around the pole, and where the pearly lustre 
of the Galaxy faintly illumines the infinity, is the last place to which a sorrowful 
soul can direct an eye for consolation in its hasty pilgrimage to the grave. On 
mountain summits we reach no nearer to these splendours, nor do they there 
- deseend to us. On the crest of the Alps or Himalayas the black heavens appear to 
- flame with stars and nebulw, but only to repulse still more pity Me aspirations 
of man by their transcendent majesty... 

It is the glory of Christianity that it has established a real, appreciable, and 
vital connexion between the earth and this “‘ heaven of heavens.”” The ascension 
of our Lord Jesus Christ before the eyes of His disciples has opened a “‘ new and 
living way into the holiest,” and humanity may now look upward toward the 
sky as to its true and eternal home. Which hope we have an anchor of the soul 
both sure and steadfast, and which entereth into that within the veil, whither the 
forerunner hath for us entered. The whole life of the Lord Jesus was an elaborate 
contrivance for accustoming the inhabitants of the searrand temporal to the 
supernatural and eternal, He passed, by imperceptible gradations, from His 
infancy up to the time when He left the earth, from the human into the 
Divine. His earthly history is the vestibule to His heavenly glory. From 
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the Galilesn village He emerges gradually into His ministry, like a san 
half hidden at its rising by a clonded sky. At Cana, the veil is partially with- 
drawn, and a flash of the inner “ glory " lights up the wedding festival. Slowly, as 
the minds of His disciples were able to bear it, the veil was lifted yet higher and 
higher, until at last He exhibited power over heaven, earth, and hell ; “‘ the winds 
and the waves obeyed him,” every element was subject to His control, and the 
demons trembled at his presence. Finally, all-conquering Death, the King of Terrors, 
walked as a discrowned Shadow and vanquished enemy behind Him who was “ the 
Resurrection and the Life’—behind Him whose recalling voice in command reached 
to the spirits in the depths of Hades, and whose prayers were responded to by voices 
from the stars of God. At length, at Bethany, He lifts «» t» Heaven the hands 
marked with “the print of the nails,” and, amidst breathless silence, implores 
on His disciples the blessing of the Omnipotent. “ And it came to pass while he 


blessed them, he was parted from them;” not suddenly “ vanishing out of their —- - 
‘ sight,” as recently at Emmaus, but slowly, visibly, rising into the air; “ while 


they beheld,” He went up, so that they can follow His progrees, and reassure the 
impression“on the senses by the details of the appearances on which they gazed. 
The familiar form and countenance testify to the reality of the spectacle. The 
familiar voice utters its prolonged Farewell till it is lost in the heights of the sky. 
The familiar face beams down upon them its unaltered smile of love. The 
familiar hand beckons them to the upper sanctuary as He soars through the 
firmament. With upturned faces, kindling in the morning sunlight, they “ gaze 
steadfastly toward heaven as hoe went,” until He reaches the clouds, and then one 
of them “ receives him out of their sight.” 

May we dare to follow Him in thought? As the speed of this King, on His 
“far journey to receive a kingdom,” quickened, did He not still look downward ’ 
Having reached, in His translation throngh the firmanent, a sufficient altitude, 
freed from all attraction of the earth, and no longer respiring its vital air, did He 
not gaze upon this vast planetary globe as it flew along its orbit, “its surface 
bright with reflected sunbeams, its oceans, mountains, continents, faintly marked 
by diversities.of splendour—and gaze till His own ceaseless ascension reduced it 
to a distant planet, and He entered through the star-lighted immensity upon 
other systems, and the track of unknown worlds, and into spheres where before- 
unseen constellations shone? And did not legions of angels, “in broad circle 
lovelier than the rainbow,” now surround this King of Glory, and “ multitudes of 
the heavenly hosts” throng to welcome the entry of Him whom they were 
henceforth to ‘‘ worship” and “ obey?” For if, when He rode imto the earthly 
Zion, all the city was “‘ moved” for Him to meet Him at His coming, what must 


have been the welcome when in the heavenly Jerusalem He, the Son of the 
Blessed, came near to the Ancient of Days, and sat down “at the right hand © 
of the Majesty on High,” the thrones and dominations being made subject 


unto Him? 

There is no event in history better attested and proved by greater variety 
of evidence than the ascension of Jesiis Christ to the right hand of God; and 
there is no event of which the significance better deserves the stady of the working 
mien of the nineteenth century. For that ascension isto be regarded—i. As 
the expression of God's intense love for the character of Christ. Tt was not so much 
that He rose above others, as that, by a natural gravitetion in morals, all inferior 


natures sank beneath Him, and He was found at the summit of creation. . 


‘‘ Therefore hath God highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above 
every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven 
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and things in earth, and things under the earth." The Best Being is enthroned 
on the seat of universal power. He who draws the perfect admiration of Deity is 
set over “all things,” that He may receive the adoration of all created minds— 
the supreme exemplar and model of practicable excellence. 

But does not this glorification of Jesus “ with himself” exhibit the character 
of God under the most noble and endearing aspects? He glorifies—not a vulgar 
tyrant, not a devotee of power for its own sake, not a lover of. irresistible might 
because of its ‘‘ earnestness" or ‘“ energy,"’ not coarse self-will and egotistic 
heroism, not genius, with brow of marble and heart of stone, not even beauty, nor 
learning, nor wealth ; ‘‘ but the God of our fathers has glorified Jesus Christ.” 
He was to govern who had learned to obey to the uttermost. He had been made 
‘perfect through suffering.” The chief sufferer was to be the chief ruler. The 
heart that had been rung with the most exquisite sorrow was to hold sovereign 
control over the sentient universe. A “carpenter,” a working man, was to be 
placed in dominion over a creation where “ all things were full of labour.” He 


- who had fondled so recently the babes whom the young mothers brought for His 


blessing at the fords of the Jordan—who had “ wept” at the grave of Lazarus, . 
and “‘ wept” over Jerusalem, was to stand up in the centre of the universe as the 
Arbiter ofdoom, The destiny of all the firmaments of worlds that glitter thruagh 
space was to hang upon “the breath of his lips” on whose bosom John, the 
fisherman of Galilee, had leaned at supper, and who had “ finished his course” by 
offering himself a sacrifice for the sins of the world. 

What a view does this afford of the of 
the love of God! The love of the Father to His Son is “ because he hambled 
himself” for us, so that the love of God for Jesus is the love of God for man 
And does not this give a certain grand homelikeness to the idea of heaven? It is 
not a region of unintelligible interests, or of wholly unimagined delights. Its 
chief glory is the glory of character, and the character which is most highly 
esteemed there is the same which the Spirit of God teaches us most to admire 
below. The greatest there is not the most ambitious, or the most powerful, or 
the most profound in knowledge, but the spirit which is fullest of compassion, 
self-abnegation, and love. The most honest souls are there crowned the most 
heroic, and those who have worked the hardest in obscure usefulness are honoured 
with the most ardent affection in the city of the Great King. ‘‘ The Lamb is the 
light thereof.” 

purpose in reference to the powers of evil. A thousand years before He came into 
the world, the edict was published by the voice of prophecy: ‘‘ Jehovah said unto 


my Lord, Sit thou at my right hand, until I make thine enemies thy footstool,” 


It was to be no momentary rapture to the skies ; He was to “ sit down "—a posture 
of repose. after labour, and of expectation in the future. There was a resolution in 
the depths of the Divine mind to permit, once for all, a fall development of the 
qualities and resources of evil in created nature, in order that the lesson of the 
wisdom of faith and obedience might be transmitted to the uttermost ages of the 
coming eternity. Henceforth none shall serve God in the dark, but in the fall light 


of the demonstrated problem that evil is an impracticable folly. Under former 


dispensations it was permitted a partial revelation of itself, but a thitd and 
still more awful display of the “ exceeding sinfulness of sin” was to be allowed . 
under the spiritual economy. In a direr sense than ever the world was to be 


‘‘ delivered unto Satan,” that/now by the principalities and powers on high might be © 
learned, both by theory and experiment, the resources of the black magic of rebellion. 
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to essay their grand adventure of “ breaking asunder" the bands of the Almighty ; 
and every conceivable radius from the circumference of evil was to meet in the cen- 
tral proof that “ the way of tranagressors is hard.” The powers of darkness are to 
triamph in all “ for a little season,” only to render more eminent the 
destraction p¥ich awaits them. Godless thought and sensual malice may exalt 
themselves; but there is One who is higher than they. ‘ Why do the heathen rage, 
and the people imagine a vain thing? The Lord hath set his King upon his holy hill 
of Zion. The enthronement of Jesus Christ is a pledge that His “ foes shall be 
made his footstool.” He shall put His foot upén the neck of His innumerable 
adversaries, as Joshua did upon the vanquished Kings of Paléstiné.- “ The Lord 
Jesus shall be revealed from heaven in flaming fire, taking vengeance upon them 
that know not (iod, and obey not the Gospel.” This, then, should encourage the 
servants of God in their private and public resistance to evil and falsehood. We 
fight under the Conqueror. “ Be of good cheer, I have overcome the world.” 
However discouraging may be present appearances, however prolonged and dis- 
appointing the continued triumph of superstition, idolatry, or despotic force, 
“though the vision tarry, wait for it.” Yet a little while, and God will “ send 
Jesus Christ” tq destroy, with “the brightness of His advent,” all opposition, and 
to establish His reign from pole to pole. Then, when the Son of Man comes in 
the clouds of heaven (Dan. vii.), “the kingdom and the dominion, and the 
creatnessvof the kingdom under the whole heaven shall be given to the people of 
the saints of the Most High; and the time shall come when the saints shall take 
the kingdom.” “* Stablish then your hearts,” “lift up your heads,” for redemption 
draweth nigh. 

3. The ascension of Jesus to the heavens is the highest possible expression of 
the grace of our God towards mankind. It is an expression of His kindness and 
favour towards mankind asarace. All great men’s fame and fortunes belong 
to humanity. Poets, discoverers, heroes of the first class, belong to the whole 
world rather than to any single nation. How much more does the exaltation of 
Christ belong to and glorify the race from which He sprang! Let us remember 
this when we look upon man's degradation. When we see the black and sunken 


._African, the European thief or drunkard, or the “ strange woman” raging towards 


perdition ; when we hear of races fallen so low that civilized men hesitate toacknow- 
ledge the relationship, let us “look unto Jesus,” and remember that for the 
vilest and the most downtrodden He has “ gone to appear in the presence of God.” 
His exaltation is the measure of the hope that the lowest may be raised to the 
same paradiso. The dying thief, expiring in hope beside the cross of Jesus, is a 
type of the whole work of Him whom God hath thus * highly exalted.” « I, if I 


_ be lifted up, will draw all men unto me.” 


The exaltation of Jesus Christ is a sign in heaven of the future greatness of 
ransomed man. No reasonable limit can be placed to an anticipation of the 
eternal glory of that Church, which is “‘ the body of him that filleth all in all.” 
It is to nothing less than the enjoyment of God that we have been redeemed. 
Tho human nature has been joined for ever in Christ to the Divine ; and this 
opens a prospect of surpassing glory, which human thought and human language 
at present fail equally to imagine or express. ‘‘ We know not what we shall be.” 
‘“‘ But,” says St. Paul, “the hope of our calling,” and “the riches of our in- 
heritance,” and the *‘ exceeding greatness of his power to usward who believe,” 
is according to the “ working of that mighty power which wrought in Christ 
when God raised aim Boat ye dead,.and set him at his ewn right hand in the 
heavenly p!nces.” | W. 


| Science, art, literatare, ities, trade, pleasure, religion, common life, were each 
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Intelligence. 


FRANCE. 


[Frem our own Uorrespondest. 
Paris, November 15, 1882. 
THE EVANGELISTIC SERVICES. 

The French meetings condacted by Messrs. 
Moody and Sankey in the Church of the Ora- 
toire were crowded ; it holds about 1,500 and 
there was not standing room. Mr. McAll, 
through whom principally the evangelists 
had been invited, did the wisest thing he 
could: he closed his thirty-three Paris 
meetings for the time, and thus gave the 
opportunity to all his workers in the capital, 
aod to as many of their hearers as they could 
induce to go, to flock to the Oratoire, and 
thus secured a full charch—irrespective of 
the numerous Protestants, whose curiosity 
had been thoroughly aroused. The effect 
exceeded every expectation. Interpretation 
by Pastor Théodore Monod helped rather 
than hindered interest. The public always 
feel it when the same curreat animates aad 
passes through speaker and translator, and 
where the current is that of the Spirit of God 
there is blessing. The singing delighted the 
people and prepared and solemnized their 
minds, so that the after-meetings (dreaded by 
some) seemed not only acceptable but natural. 
The effect will (p.v.) be very great on teachers 
and pastors ; and will greatly encourage those 
already accustomed to deal acceptably with 
the people and to gain souls. In a subse- 
quent meeting of earnest workers and other 
Christians Mr. Moody put to the vote that 
the work of an evangelist be done by Pastor 
Théodore Monod, who would consequently 
have to resign his church and parish. The 
vote was fayourable to this proposal. Lord 
Radstock has since had meetings which have 
deepened impressions amongst Christians. 
Some men have the talent of discerning latent 
usefulness in others, and that of patiently | 
waiting for its development. The well-known 
story of the venefable John Venn and the im- 
mature peach on the tree is often brought to 
one’s mind in the ever-growing work of 
popular meetings” in France—now extending 
to Switzerland. To bring all “ peaches,” ripe 
or uoripe, hard or soft—all genuine fruit of 
the living tree—iuto the warm, vigorous, 
genial atmosphere of the American evan- 
geliats was most jadicious, and will be pro- 
dygtive of the happiest results, _ 

PASTOR THEODORE MONOD 


held epecial meetings English in the 


American Church on three afternoons during 
the following week with good results. Now 
he is interpreting for Mra Booth, who is 
speaking in the Methodist Church, and in the 
halle of the ever-advancing Salvation Army. 
Conversions to God, decisions for Christ, and 
renewing of Christian life are the results 
of all these meetings, and hold out glowiag 
promises for the winter campaign. The 
intensely blewed 
REVIVAL IN BASLE, 

consequent on the visit to England last 
summer of Pastors Rappari, Stockmeyer, and 
Shrenk, is having its effect over the frontiers 
of France and Germany. The combined 
effects of Mildmay meetings ia June, of the 
bright London evangelists, and of the Salva- 
tion Army, fired their already prepare: souls, 
adding to their experience the power of 
arousing sleepers and bringing them out inte 
life and holiness, through simple reliance on 
the might of the Holy Ghost. 

THE FRENCH EVANGELICAL PRESS 
overflows with and favourable re- 
marks on the Moody and Sankey mectingas, 
and this again augurs well for a higher tone 
of editorship this winter. Some, however, 
are trembling lest pastors should henceforth 
abandon the preaching of sermous, the labour 
of thinking, the patience of hope, the rules 
of time-honoured and faithful academical in- 
structions, for a torrent of ill-digested anec- 
dote and common-place remark, thinking 
thereby to effect the same results as the 
noble and God-taught evangelists. It is 
well to be warned of pitfalls on all sides. 
The Feuille Populaire de Marseille contains a 
manly and touching farewell to the “ popular 
meetings,” by M. Saillens, who is coming to 
-Paristo fill the place of the much lamented 
T. Dodds, in helping the-Rev. R. W. McAIL 
The paper will be printed henceforth in Paris: 
and probably become the organ of the ‘‘ popu- 
lar meetings” generally, The work in 
Corsica is expanding, at Bastia especially. 
The Société Koangeligue of Geneva has pub- 
lished, on the occasion of its fiftieth anniver- 
sary, are trospective account of its French work; 
and nothing could be more opportune than 
its stirring and encouraging pages giving ac- 
counts of past revivals in various 
from the time of Felix Neff downwards, It | 
is read with surprise by.many who had for- — 
gotten or who had never hearl of God's . 
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ory of the Free Church 


origin in April, 18332, 
when fifty-five persons took the Lord’s Supper 


honestly stated, as also fatal mistakes. At 
present the Church is again awakened, 
united, self-supporting—but weak. . Guly 
two pastors remain (L. Monod and Coste ), aided 
by M. de Watteville of the McAll mission, in- 
stead of four, who used to be assisted by four or 
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the German Government, on the contrary, 
encouraging it, and extending and beauti- 
ing the Faculty of Strasbourg. But the 
chief and distressing interest of the day was 


THE SPREAD OF RATIONALISM, 
as shown in the speech of the Hebrew pro- 
fessor, Maurice Vernes. Meationalists and 
x joined in calling it a scandale pub- 
igue, after receiving it in dead silence. He 
give in his resignation. He 
no “conecions direction” of 


social corps developed by hereditary 
t.” He takes f his own account the 
declaration that “ virtue is a product, 
sugar or vitriol” and affirms that 
although a good thing until a better 


will en? by 
being, in face of the 
for 


future pastors in the Protestant Faculty of 
Even so think the dyna- 


sense put into the mouth of one of his 
characters the following : “ If I am an atheist, 
or, what comes to the same thing, if I expect 
from God neither reward nor punishmeat, I 
shall be a god t6 vr yself; if opportunity 


| presents itself I shall sacrifice the whole 


world to my desire. I am lawless; I look 
to self alone; if other men are [ am 
the wolf; if they are the chickens I become 
the fox. I will suppose a whole country athe- 
istic in principle ; and I will agree that there 
may be a few citizens, bora tranquil and 
peaceable, rich enough not to need to be 
unjust, who can live associated. But the 
atheist, poor and violent, sure of impunity, 
will be a fool if he does not assassinate you 
to get your money. Thus all the bonds of 
society are loosed ; secret crimes deluge the 
earth, the low people will pass its miserable 
life with ignoble women in taverns, fighting,” 
etc. Was the crime of the young Polignac 
setting fire to his father’s drawiug-rooni an 
outcome of atheism? Arc the ever-increasing 
suicides, and the general feeling of discourage- 
ment in France, outcomes of atheism? The - 
speech of Ministers on the opening of the. 


‘winter session was too feeble to raise men’s 


. | Spirits, 


“Everything is stunting down into 
infinite littleness” say some, and the ignorant _ 
fanatics reply with explosive fury, “ We will 
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i manifestations of grace in past time, as, universities asa cause for anxiety ; whereas 
| striking in France as in England, Ireland, or | 
America, when the spirit of faith and prayer 
prevailed in His mersengers and the Bible | 
was the one book in their hands and hearts, . 
THE LESSOUTO MISSION. 
The missionaries in Lessouto are sbout to 
be visited by the Director of the Paris 
Mission-house, M. Bagner; a step in the 
| right direction, calculated to cheer them, , 
and to increacve the interest in Protestant . 
. | Frenee for this noble mission, with its nine- | 
teen labourers, only two of whom are stated 
to be genuine Frenchmen, born in France! things, no [IRANI 
—« startling fact, taken up with vigour by ac- 
the Protestant papers. laws 
FREE CHURCH JUBILEE AT LYONS. 
The Free Church at Lyons has held its 
jubilee, in which the bright memcries of its | 
; founder, Adolphe Monod, and its faithful pas- | 
» » had a large place. The Evan- | 
i iance meetings were preceded by | having no reason for 
Lutheran progress of human 
ng,” | , is the “ category of 
the | the ideal” but not personal living God, ete. 
And this from a pastor's son, a teacher of 
mists and Nihilists. Even Voltaire’s common 
| was given by Pastor Léopold Monod in the 
at Adolphe Monod tho 
! honoured names of pastors and !3) men now | 
| im glory were passed in review; successes, 
blessings, fecbleness, and failin 
. missionaries ; bat hope is rife, and | 
the various speeches from delegates of sympa- 
thizing and loving Churches cheered = 
encouraged the members. The jubilee closed 
by 100 persons participating in the Holy 
| THE FACULTY OF THEOLOGY OF PARIS 
| has opened its course lately. Dean Lich- 
tenberger reviewed the progress of the | 
year: thirty pupils, six of whom were re- ;, 
ceived bachelors and two licentiates. One of 
these Jatter, M. Menegoz, is nominated Pro- 
fessor of Lutheran Dogmatics to the Faculty 
+ He mentioned the tendency of the Govern- 
mut to proscribe: theology in the various 
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do for infamous capital with dynamite ; it is 
more rapid than the axe of 1793, or the bullet 
of 1871." Aberration! the aberration of 


the fool, who “ saith in his heart, There is no 


not to believe that he is led in definitive by 
his mind. No! it cannot be said with 


impunity to « nation that the moral law is 


philosophy, not to speak ' 
conscience, which will always sbatter them in 


the long ran, Outside of the highest truths 
of moral life I see nought but ruia and dis- 
honour for my country, and irremediable loss 
for the human soul, which will epdare when 
all public institutions will have disappeared 
like a tent pitched for a day. Happy shall 
I be if this book, notwithstanding its im- 
ona, contribute to disperse the fatal 
misunderstanding “ which, in~ the highest 
mental sphere opposes science to conscience ; 
and, in the practical sphere, liberty to religion. 
Strange that all the sorrows of a century, 
all its disappointments and fatal experiments, 
should not have brought sceptics beyond the 
theory of Diderot—Thought is a succession of 
sensations ; and to whom Madame de Necker 
replied in,concluding an unauswerable argu- 
went against him, “Ab! M. Diderot, let us 
confess our ignorance and agree that in such 
matters metaphysicians see confusedly.” 
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‘with impunity. The Témoignage 


between all the tendencies of French Pro- 
testantism ... declare that the conditions 
of the circular of July 11, 1880, faithfully 
interpret their sentiments, and declare that 
those conditions satisfy them and have the 
full approval of the Liberal churches, and 
charge the delegation to call a general 
assemb!y a8 soon as it perceives that sufficient 
guarantees for the conscience of pastors and 
laymen ate morally insured and permit the 
meeting of a general synod.” The Assembly 
calle for this day with all its desire. Of 
course it does! It would be a complete 
victory over the Orthodox party, who would 
then have abdicated! The position taken is 
unequivocal, and consequently less liable to 
induce error on that point. Union in this 
sense meant abdication of principle. 

Pastor Cordey, of Moudon, Switzerland, 
bas become the pastor of the Church of the 
Rue S. Maur, Paris. Paster Zipperlein, who 
for so many years faithfully directed the 
Asile Lambrechts at Courbevoie, bas gone to 
his reward ; he died, aged seventy-two, at his 
house near Crest. The pastorsin Nimes have 
thoroughly adopted the Thursday School 
for religious instruction of youth. The boys 
and girls go to the churches at separate 
hours, It is a step onwards, 

‘PERE HYACINTHE AND LUTHER. 

The Lutherans have been stirred by Pére 
Hyacintbe having quoted or interpreted 
Luther in the pulpit, so as to make him say 
that with faith all. sin might be committed 
takes the 
opportanity of giving a splended refutation by 
Luther himself, showing the necessity of 
good works, giving them their proper place, 
and stigmatizing the Autinomians and arar- 
chists of his day. The origin. of the name 
of the street from which the principal 
Lutheran Church takes its name, Dilietizs, is 
remarkable. Formerly it was called Rue du 
Dieu Bouillé (boiled god), from a tradition of 
a Jew having pierced a consecrated wafer, 
out of which bleod flowed; and then having 
thrown it into a boiling cauldron! The un- 
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RATIONALISM IN THE REFORMED CHURCH. | 
A general meeting or private synod of the | 
ee Nimes, but were 
God!” Dr, BE. de Pressensé has brought out «| admitted. To the most Fmwed Church 
book on Origins. “I am more and more | question sent by the Consistory of Lyons | 
convinced,” he says in the preface, “that | requiring that the Liberals should hasten | 
experimental science in nowise threatens the | their understanding with the Orthodox to | 
principles of theism. It is not in her | solicit the Government to call a general 
province to demonstrate this. She only has | synod, they replied by the following : “ The 
to maintain its possibility. This possibility | representatives of the Liberal churches, pene- 
of a moral and divine universe once safe-| trated with the need and desire of union 
guarded, other means and experiments con- 
genial to its nature permit an entrance ; the 
way remains open.” Such is the conclusion of 
the book, and it ie sufficient to preserve for 
mankind its most precious treasures, viz, that 
superior life without which mankind is no 
longer itself, and falls to the rank of the 
brute, without hope beyond the tomb, without 9 
rule, compass, right, liberty, and given up to 
all the chances of material force, degraded, 
hopeless, desperate. . . ‘‘An atheistic and 
materialistic democracy iooks to me like a 
terresirie! bell, . . I am convinced that evil 
principles beget evil actions and evil instita- | 
tions, because I have too high an idea of man 
but a fiction, that duty is but aa ornament to 
self-interest, and that beyond seusation there 
is nothing. These theories are homicidal 
and degrading. Happily they re uatrue, 
gratuitous, hypotheses which confuse men by 
their noisy clamours, They strike against 
the most incontestable results of science and 
| 
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fortanate man was seized, condemned, burnt, 
and his hows: demolished! On the ruins « 


giving it in retarn for the confiscation by the 
nation of Church property. The separation 
of Church from State seems further off than 
ever. 

ANNIVERSARY. 

The Wesleyan (English) Church in Paris 
celebrated its twentieth anniversary lately ; the 
Rev. B. Hart (Congregationalist) and the Rev. 
— Hitchcock, of the American Charch, were 
present, and the meetings were animated and 
solemn. A good collection was made at the 
clove—1,100 franes for the Church expenses, 
The Rev. John Baker, of Liverpool, came 
over on purpose, and gave a most stirring 
address. 


EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM. 


(December 1, 
MISS LEIOn's WORK. 


graciously accepted 
London Committee of Directors of Miss 
Leigh's valuable mission homes in Paris. 
CHRISTIANITY IN MADAGASCAR AND AFRICA. 
Three of the members of the Malagasy 
embassy to France are professing Christians. 
Their appearance, altogether civilized in dress, 
mind, aed manner, bas been « surprise to 
many. There are peculiarly interesting 
facts in the enterprise of M. 5S. de Brazza, 
who has unwittingly stolen a march in Africa on 
Mr. Stanley. One is his purchasing or rather 
slaves to the extent of his means, 
and having them broaght, just as they were, 
with yokes and shackles on, to his encamp- 
ment. There they were told to touch a pole 
and look up to the French flag waving at the 
top. As they touched and looked, one by 
one their yokes were removed and their 
shackles broken off. They were told they owed 
it to France, and the choice was given them 
either to return home free or remain free at 
the camp. The station at Franceville, on 
the Ogowé, is peopled by these grateful 
Africans, Was this suggested to his mind 


by the “ brazen serpent ?” 


GERMANY. 


[From our own Correspondent. ] 
Berlin, November 14, 1882. 
THE ELECTIONS 
for the Prussian Chambers have not materi- 
ally changed the aspect of the House. The 
Liberal papers had proclaimed with an ex- 
pectation of triamph that the Conservative 
feeling in the population had lost ground. 
The reverse of it seems to be true. The 
Conservatives have gained 19 seats from the 
Liberals, and they are again obliged to get 
assistance from the Moderate Liberals or from 
the Ultramontanes to obtain a majority. The 
first would probably be more in accordance 
with the wishes of the Government, but the 
Moderate Liberals seem as yet more inclined 
to ally themselves with the Extreme Liberals 
than with the Conservatives, and the latter 
will therefore, much against the wish of most 
of them,. be often reduced to practical co- 
operation with the Ultramontanes, 
CHURCH ELECTIONS. 
_ The parochial Councils from which our 


Synods are chosen are to have half their. 


number re-elected every three years; so that 
althcugh each member is elected for six yeara, 
every three years a new election has to take 
place. In country districts these elections 


generally take a quiet turn, aud almost every 
where the Synods are composed of men who 
feel an interest in the Church. Only in 
Berlin the Synods were the exclusive domain 
of religious “ Liberalism.” The Rationalistic 
party of our Church, and beyond ‘this the 
more extreme ‘‘ popular Church party,” as it 
calls itself, felt sure of the victory. Buta 
great disappointment followed this expecta- 
tion. Ina numberof Berlin churches the 
candidates of the Orthodox party carried the 
day. This was perhaps equally unexpected 
on both sides, and the moral effect of-euch a 
change will soon be felt. This victory is 
chiefly due to the activity of Court-chaplain 
Stécker in Berlin. Through the Christian 
Socialist movement he organized into a party 
those of the labouring classes who stand 
to the basis of Christianity. The Christian 
Socialists, asa well-disciplined party, gave their — 
vote without one exception for the believing 
candidates. As long as we have synodal 
institutions in our Church, where it is re- 
quired to obtain majorities, such an organiza- 
tion is indispensable, and, whatever may be 
the opinion upon the different paragraphs of 
the Christian Socialist programme, it is a 
great gain that a manly confession for the 


The Princess Mary, Duchess of Teck, has 
chapel was erected for Carmelites, who wore 
wuare scapularies called bellettes. This mon- | 
astery, confiscated at the Revolution, was 
subsequently given to the Charch of the Con- | 
fession of Augsbarg. | 
CHURCH AND STATE. | 
In the discussion in the Chambers respect- 
: ing the abolition of the State payment of | 
- Churches, Bishop Freppel remarked that this | 
payment was not an outcome of the | 
dat, but originated in the am | 


December 1, 1882.) 


influence of Christian religion in politics is 
again often beard in our midst. It remains 
to be desired that these men may be brought 
afterwards more fally under the influence of 
the Gospel. Such a work is being done here 
this winter by 


THE REV, VON SCHLUKMBACH, 
General Secretary of the German Young Men's 
Christian Association in America. This man, 
a native of Germany, but converted in the 
United States by the agents of the Methodists, 
and now one of their preachers, bas obtained 
leave for an evangelistic tour in Germany. 
He will remain bere the greater 
winter, and bas begun his meetings in the 
north of Berlin. He has the great gift of 
speaking ine popular way, and he does not 
work for any one denomination, but only for 
Christ. He has, therefore, sought contact 
with the ministers of the Este blished Church, 
and many of them gladly amist him, taking 
an active part in his meetings. 

The so-called 


PARTY OF THE MIDDLE 


also held a General Conferencé in Berlin this 
autumn, where they assembled on the 24th 
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and °Sth of October. Two subjects were 
chiefly discussed. On the first day the 
leader of the party, Profewor Begechlag, at 
Halle, tried to stir up the Protestant feeling 
of the nation. He said that the Church of 
Rome sometimes accepts our alliance, but 
only when obliged to do so, and that it would 
retarn to the practice of the Inquisition if it 
could. Finally, a resolution was passed, 
denouncing every alliance with the Ultra- 
montanes as dangerous and unpatriotic. (For 
some of our country people this appeal may 
not be useless. Only the Conservative party, 
as such, never sought the alliance of the 
Ultramontranes; if they are sometimes 
obliged to vote with them it is a necessity 
of political life.) On the second day the wish 
was expressed that all home mission work 
should be put in subjection to the synodal 
institutions of the Church. We cana only 
rejoice if parochial Councils, district and pro- 
vincial Synods, take an active part in practical 
Church work ; but it would fetter all voluntary 
work if it could only be accomplished by the 
official tatives of: the Church. Free 
Christian labour should not be subjected to 
such. 


ITALY. 


SYNOD OF THE FREE ITALIAN CHURCH, 

We have received the following interest- 
ing account from the Rev. J. R. McDougall, 
of Florence :— 

The thirteenth General Assembly of the 
Free Italian Church was opened at F!orence 
lately, with a most eloquent evangeiical 
discourse by the Rev. Alessandro Gavazzi, 
from Psalm cxxvii. 1, “ Except the Lord 
build the house, they labour in vain that 
build it.” Thirty-four deputies were present, 
from thirty Churches. Signor Gavazzi was 
re-elected President, with Signor Stagnitta as 
Vice-President, and the various working com- 
mittees were nominated. Seasons of prayer 
and humiliation inaugurated each sitting, in 
connection with the illness of Professor Hen- 


derson, whose subsequent death is so greatly 


mourned ; the inundations in the North of 
Italy ; the King and Queen of the land ; the 
efforts of Mr. Paterson, of Fraserburgh, and 
other friends; the difficulties in the work of 
Christianising Italy ; and, above all, the pro- 
longed trial of faith to which the “Lord is 
subjecting the Free Italian Church in the loss 
of so many of its best supporters and friends. 
The various reports were listened to with 
pleasure, indicating Christian progress in the 
echools, college, ‘and fund for aged and 


infirm ministers, their widows and orphans ; 
while the deputies to other lands, the his- 
torical research committee, and the examiners 
of Church and Committee books had many 
very encouraging facts to communicate. 
A good deal of time was devoted to the 
arrangements connected with the represen- 
tation of Churches, and the licence and ordi- 
nation of ministers; while at each gathering 
two Churches were selected by lot to read 
their reports, so that all the circumetances 
were fully canvassed of the work at Fava, 
Venice, Bari, Rivoli, Genoa, Spezia, Belluno, 
and Florence. Attention was given to requests 
of the brethren and their Churches for the 
better on-going of the mission ; while a very 
hearty reception was accorded to the official 
deputy from the Wesleyan Church, Signor 
Moreno, as he expressed the thorough sym-. 
pathy and co-operation existing between the 
two Churches. One of Professor Henderson’s 
students, Signor Mazzeiti, after preaching 
before the Assembly with great acceptance, on 
a text given by the Moderator at the opening 
Diet, was duly licensed to preach the Gospel ; 
the new Committee of Evangelization was ap- 
pointed in the persons of Signori Gavazzi, 
Lagomarsino, Borgia, Stagnitta, and. Graziosi, 
and the labours of the Assemby were brought 


| 
| 
| 
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to a close with the celebration of the Lonl’s 


a2 to avoid a)l unnecessary outlay ; and, best 
of all, the Churches not only promised but 


in the helping of their poorer brethren. 
No nobler proof could have been given as to 
the searching character of the tests supplied 
in the opening sermon as to whether the Free 
Italian Church had been founded. by God, 
and was being built up by God, and was 
seeking in all things the glory of God, as its 
chief end. 

“ May the Lord prosper her more and more 
im the salvation of many, many souls, through 
the Word of God,” as Signor Gavazzi felici- 
tously said, “and the whole Word of God, and 
nothing but the Word of God.” 

THE WALDENSIAN &YNOD. 

The synod of the Waldensian Church was 
held at Torre Pellice, in September. From 
the general account of the mission board it 
appears that the amount collected and ex- 
pended amounted to £9,000. There 
‘are many indications of growth of this 
mission, not the least being the 
progress its converts are making in grace 
and liberality. *Since 1848, when religious 
liberty was granted, Italy was regarded as 
naturally the field of missionary effurs. If 
God had spared their little Charch through 
centuries of persecution, was it not she 
might evangelize Italy? If, with the help 
of sister Churches she could accomplish that, 
could she be blamed if her whole attention 
were concentrated on the 27,000,000 of her 
own fellow-coyntrymen? But lately: there 
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From the report it appears that the Waldea- 
sian colony on ths La Plata is in a fourish- 
ing condition, both from a temporal and « 
spiritual point of view. During the past 


the first time, a Government subsidy. The 
syaod gave a warm reception to a number of 
deputies of churches and religious societies. 
The synod sat five days, aud the impression 
left on all who attended it was that it would 
be for ever memorable in the aauals of the 
Waldensian Charch. 


THE LATE PROFESSOR HENDERSON. 


Th: Rev. Peofessor Henderson, of the 
Roman Cullege of the Free Italian Church, 
diet tn Liverpool on Tuesday, October 17. 
He had had a sharp attack of Roman fever this 
summer, and disease of the liver and pleurisy 
gradually reduced his strength until he sank, 
at the age of forty-eight. In Coatbridge his - 
uowearied pastoral labours and kindliness of 
heart won for him the affection and confi- 
dence of nis flock. In Rome, again, he will 
long be gratefully remembered by many. In 


seems to have been awakened in the Walden- 


the grat effort of his later years he may 


| 
Sapper. sions; much prayer has been offered, aad 
The chief feature of the 1882 Assembly was | contribations have been increased. And 
| the earnest a'tention to the Gnances of | when the eynod met, one of their ablest 
| the mission. ministers, Signor Weilzecker, said be realized 
lent friends, the loss by fall of exchange, and | that the Lord was calling him to that far-off 
the withdrawal of the Church's agent in| field of labour, and only two conditions pre- 
a severe strain had been pat on the faith of 
The many earnest supporters of the work Nice ; : 
| had most nobly responded to the pressing 
wants of the crisis, and yet retrenchment but as a missionary 
and economy were felt to be justly called for. 
The Committee of Evangelization led the 
way, and the Assembly followed. ss 
| item of expenditure was minutely scanned 
and, whenever possible, without detriment to | foreign mission work, the syn ’ 
the Lord's work, eliminated » the Assembly | consented to allow im to go as their first 
decided to meet only once in three years, 0 | foreign missionary, and Signor Jalla to go to 
the mission house in Paris to prepare himself 
ee for the Zumbesi mission. This decision has 
y stipe to double their gilts for | filled the church with joy, and with expectation 
the Sustentation Fund, even though this in-| that in giving of her best to the Lord's ser- 
| volved, in their oftentimes deep poverty and | vice in a distant land, a blessing will descend 
persecution, the lessening of their efforts|on her work at home. Much satisfaction 
was felt at the resumption, alter three 
centuries and 4 half, of fraternal relations 
with the Moravian churches, oa the occasion 
of the celebration of the first centenary of the 
proclamation of the Edit de tolerance, which 
was held at Klobouk, on 20th September. 
| year © pastor eo boon out $0 the 
: colony, and the schools have received, for 


truly be said to bave lived to purpose, for 

ite a number of young men are 
Christ, who have caught his 
spirit of devotion to the Master, and look 
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up to him as a father, as well as a most able 
expounder of Scriptural truth, May the 


success >r to 
this able, faithful, and laborious missionary ! 


THE CHURCH AND NONCONFORMISTS. 
Canon Girdlestone has writien to the Times : | 


without sacrifice uf a single principle 0 | 
which they differ, heartily co-operate? One_ 
of these is the British and Foreign Bible. 
Society, the designation of which is as fullows : | 
‘ of which the sole object shall be to encourage 
the wider circulation of the Scriptures, with- 
out mote or comment; a basis so broad as 
admits of co-operation to almost any extent, 
and on which Churchmen, 
archbishops and the bishop of this diocese, 
like many eminent laymen, already exten-— 
sively co-operate. The other, not so well | 
known, is the London Missionary Society. 
The ‘ fundamental principle’ of this society is 
thus in its rules described: ‘ The design is 
not to send Presbyterianism, Independeacy, 
Episcopacy, or apy other form of Church | 
order and government about which there may 
be difference of opinion among serious persons, 
but the glorious gospel of the blessed God to 
the heathen.’ I am a subscribing member to 
both of these societies; and though the 
London Missionary Society is almost exclu- 
sively supported and managed by Congrega- 
tionalists, this is the result not of any want 
of breadth in the basis on which it is founded, 
bnt either of the society and its constitution 
not being generally known to Churchmen, or 
of the disinclination of Churchmen—the very 
feeling which it is sought to moderate—to 
co-operate with Nonconformists on auy terms. 
Might not those members of the Church of 
Exglend. both clerical and lay, who ¥ympa- 
thised with the movement in Bristol, make 
new departure by becoming in lurger 
numbers members of both these societies ? 
And would not Nonconformists be glad of 
their co-operation, and share of the manage- 
ment with them? I hope and believe they 
would, Thus, to some extent, would be 
realised that which was pointed out as the 


sound and practical’ rule by, which that 


ing,’ offered to the members of | effort,’” 


ly, ‘to agree to differ,’ and ‘yet ‘to do 
all good that cam be done by joint 
THE BAPTIST UNION AND WOME MISSION OF 


cession opened with a business meeting of the 


Total Abstinence Society, when the com- 
mittees of the society were revised and 
extended, and a small executive committee 
sppoiuted. A meeting of the Council of the 
Union was held next morning. Four new 
Churches were received into the Union— 
viz., Helensburgh, Selkirk, Cambuslang, and 


including the two ~ Pitlochry—and several gentlemen as personal 


members. A Temperance meeting was held 
in the afternoon, when the Chairman re- 
marked that the society \.as only formed last 
year, and that it had in that brief period 
made satisfactory progress. He had been 
forced by Christian conviction to act upon tha, 
principle of entire abstinence from a!) intoxi- 

ting drink, and his expérience as # magis- 
trate convinced him that drink was at the 
root of a great deal of the crime of the 
country. Mr. Robert Lockhart, in the ab- 
sence of Dr. M’Nair, submitted the Seeretary’s 
report on the Home Mission. The list of 
missionaries on the staff numbered twenty-six, 
as compared with twenty-five last year. The 
receipts in subscriptions 
£1,642, The Rev. O. D. Campbell, u.a., of - 
Edinburgh, said the object of the meeting was 
to hear of the work of their missionaries, in 
order that the epirit of the Saviour might be 
kindled and quickened in their hearts. The 
aim of the society was the dissemination of 
the Gospel of Christ in the unenlightened 
villages of the Highlards and islands of 
Scotland. They had no disposition to dis- 
parage the other home missionary societies, to 
whatever . section of Christ’s Church they 
belonged. They yielded no ungrudging 


‘recognition, no stinted admiration of the 


Presbyterian societies which were doing such 
noble work in Scotland. The public session 
was held in Adelaide Place Church, the chair 


‘being occupied by the retiring. President, 


were in all over - 


| 
‘fraternal greeting’ must finally be judged : | 
: ‘ fraternal 
the Congregational Union at Bristol, may I | 
be permitted to point out two among other SCOTLAND. 
ways already open in which Churchmen and* The annual meetings of this Union were . 
Nonconformists may, for the common good, } 
= 


“ THE RITUAL CASES. notice to the patrons of Holy Trinity, Bor- 


ship went over all the facta, and said Mr. Enraght, having expired. The vicar has 
Green could have applied for his discharge at | also received an intimation from his lordship 
any time. As he was now no longer vicar of ' that the living is void. 


INDIA. 

Mr. Stevenson, a Scotch evangelist and teacher, writes from Pachamba, 250 miles north 
of Calcutta, that an important step has been taken among the Santals. This tribe has heretofore 
opposed vigorously the introduction of Christianity. Even the relatives of a Christian 
convert who had eaten at the same table with him were regarded as outcastse. They were 
only admiti-d back to caste privileges on the payment of a large sum of money. But, at & 
recent assembly the people have reviewed the matter, and have decided that they may eat 
with Christians without losing caste, and that the fines heretofore paid by Christians should 
be refanded. When this decision was reached, which natiovalizes Christianity among the 
Santals, even the heathen stood listening while the Christians joined in prayer and hymns. 

CHINA. 

The Church Missionary £ ociety, at the earnest request of Bishop Bardon of Hong Kong, 
who has already raised conside able sums for the purpose, has decided to open a new mission 
in Western Kwang-tung, the extreme south-west corner of China. The Kwang-tung Province 
is in area twice as large as England, and has a population of nineteen millions; and in the 
western districts no society is yet at work. The station will be at Hoi-how, on the north — 
coast of the large island of Hainan, whither there is frequent eteam communication from 
Hong Kong, and it is hoped to open an out-station at Pak-hoi, on the opposite mainland. 
Both these places are ports recently csened-to foreign trade, and have resident British consuls. 
We understand that the Society’s missién in-the province of Fah-kien has been much 
- bleased during the past year, There are noW 112 stations and out-stations, with 1,356 
communicants and 4,099 adherents, the increase in adherents in the past year having been 
549. Jn a village of the province of Che-kiang 42 Chinese were recently confirmed, and 
a missionary says : “ Five years ago there was not one Christian in this vast district ; indeed, 
the name of Jesus was unknown. Now there are Christians in 33 villages, and the Bible 
is read, prayer offered, hymns sting, and the Gospel preached, at nine convenient centres, 
every Lord’s-day, in rooms set apart for the purpose.” | 


AFRICA. 
: . Nine missionaries are now labouring in connection with the Baptist Mission on the Congo, 
_ and two more are soon to be on their way with a steamer, the Peace, which is to be placed on 
the waters of the Upper Congo. This little steamer has just been built in England, and is 
of peculiar construction. She draws but one foot of water, and is intended for a floating 
home for the missionary. She is to have an engine of such power that she can run away. 
from any native canoe, and, as an additional means of protection during the early period 
before the natives understand the peaceful nature of her errand, she is to have her deck 
surrounded by wire nettings to intercept arrows, After the trial trip of the craft she is to 
be taken to pieces so that no section shall exceed sixty-four pounds’ weight, that being the 
limit of a carrier’s load, There will be 700 of these loads, which, aside from the river 
transit, must be taken on men’s heads over 200 miles of mountain road. The cost of the 
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| followed by the public meeting of the union, | Miles Platting, the Court was well satisfied to 
’ when the Revs. W. McIntosh, W. S. Ched-| put an end to lis imprisonment. He then 
burn, and W. H. Elliott spoke, vindicating | made the order for his discharge, and the 
| the attitade the Baptists assume towards the rev. gentleman was released on the Sunday 
| - other sections of the Christian Church. morning. 
| Lord Penzance delivered judgment on the | desley, announcing that a 
4th ult., on the application of the Bishop of | Worship Regulation -Act the benefice is 
:. Manchester for the discharge of the Rev. S. | vacant, the three years from the date of the 
| 


EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM. 365 


steamer was defrayed by « single person, who has also given £3,000 as a fund for paying 
the expense of its ma.otenance. 

The site of the Livingstonia (Free Charch of Scotland) Mission was changed in October, 
1881, from Cape Maciear to Bandawé, farther up Lake Nyassa, the first site being retained 
as an out-station under native helpers. The new site is found to he more desirable as the 
> uarters of the mission. A school was opened there, October 31, and as children are 


1 


difficu 
gree to Church followship i.. March, 1881, is becoming a useful helper. 


PERSIA. 
In our last number (p. 342) we mentioned the Persia Mission as having been originated 
by the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel. This is an error. It is the Church 
LS Missionary Society which has undertaken this work, and their Committee lately resolved, in 
dependence on the guidance of God, to establish a mission at Bagdad, a4 an offshot from this 
mission. The men to undertake this important duty have come forward spontaneously. An 
address by Dr. Bruce at St. Jobn’s Hall, Highbury, evoked an offer from one of the theo- 
logical students there, Mr. Bernhard Maimon, a Jew of Trieste, who was converted to 
Christianity ten years ago, and who has peculiar qualifications for such a work ; and when 
the announcement of the proposed occupation of Bagdad first appeared the Rev. T. R. 
Hodgson, the Society’s missionary at Jabalpur, wrote to volunteer for the new mission. 
Both offers were accepted by the Committee ; and Dr. Bruce has left England on his return 
to Persia with the satisfaction of knowing that two men have been raised up by God for the 
work upon which bis heart has been so much set. Both will shortly be on their way to 
Bagdad ; and they sre earnestly commended to the prayerful remembrance of friends. : 


EGYPT. 
The missionaries driven out of Egypt by the late war have returned to their posts and 
taken up their duties where they left them, as nearly as possible. When Messrs, Alexander 
and Harvey, of the United Presbyterian staff, arrived in Cairo they found the mission 
property unharmed and the native members all safe. Mr, Alexander writes that reports 
show that Arabi Pasha bad about 100,000 men under arms ; but as soon as they heard of the 
battle of Tel-el-Kebir, they threw down their arms and rushed to their homes. Arabi did 
not represent the people at all. There was great rejoicing among all sects over the end of ‘ 
the war. The natives kept up their religious meetings, Miss Whately has also resumed | 
her school work in Cairo, When the war broke out she had a daily attendance of 300 
boys and 200 girls, of whom nesrly two-thirds were Moslem, There is a medical mission 
' in connection with this important school, and it is expected that the demands upon ite 
resources will be very greatly increased. 


The number of Christian adherents connected with the Church Missionary Society's 
Mission to the Hindu coolies in Mauritius increased during last year from 1,406 to 1,551. 
There were ninety-six adult baptisms. ‘Forty services are held weekly in different parts of 
the island, mést of them conducted by the two native clergymen and a staff of native teachers, 
but a good many by volunteer Christians, who are happily beginning to understand that the 
way t6 enjoy religion is to tommunicate it to others, The newly-formed Native Church 
Council is working well, “a. supply of the oil of kindliness havieg kept. the wheels in motion 


with hardly a jarring sound. 


. 


| 
near at hand by the hundred, there would be no difficulty in pg more than 2,000 names if 
on the school | 
baptized and 
The medical | 
prosecuted. 
JAPAN. 
The Christians of Okayania have divided themselves into eleven classes, according to 
locality. Each division chooses a leader, holds monthly meetings, and -f8 expected to look 
after its own membership as to attendance at meetings and general spiritual progress. It is 
the Methodist Class Meeting with some variations, and seews worthy of a trial, at least, till 
results can be noted. There are a good number of lads connected with Christian families 
and Sabbath-sechools. Some forty of these organized a Christian Debating Society. They 
hold semi-weekly meetings, and address each other on the great truths of Christianity. 
There is great enthusiasm over the new movement, which originated entirely among them- 
selves, and good results are already apparent. 
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Alliance. 
{THE LEICESTER CONFERENCE. 
| and instructive to observe the ways of the Lord, and His 
| ling love towards His people, in their goings forth to fulfil by His 
to which they have been called. The late Annual Conference— 
ves oceasion for thie remark ; it was the first time that a gathering 
| auspices of the Alliance, had taken place in Leicester, and much 
| raised that great blessing would follow the endeavour to draw into 
| and to establish in the faith, the children of God. The attendance, 
inclement weather, was doubtless smaller than might have been 
| who had come together to wait upon the Lord ; it 
| 
HM the wresence and power of the Holy Spirit 
were dally assembled realizing how good and pleasant it was 
| to dwell together in unity. Pinay 
| The following account of the proceedings will be perused with interest :— 
SOCIAL MEETING. formal or meaningless w 
| On Monday evening, Octobe 44 
ance. 
| Meeting was held in the Tem 
when most of the delegates a 
of the Leicester friends assem)! common sympathies. It 
introduction apd social interc buman attraction w 
refreshments had been served 
to tho ing bell, « the world. need hardl 
by Admiral Sir sentiments do not meet 
proceedings were ci 
ymn ; a 
Rev. 
Rev. 
read 
> regret that be was un- | they are stumbling-blocks 
t there is, ax 
nd abiding ur 
of those Chu 
the best, are 
. This prope 
the natural 
the 
and com 
| 
‘ion of God's 
hough the unit 
s to Leicester med, it is re 
| ADDRESS OF WELCOME. 
The Rev. A. assured that the oneness and ui 
Local Committee, then delivered an eternal. No language oc 
welcome, as follows :— sublimity set forth the | | 
the Conference the addresses of the Revs. 
sation to the Seeretaries. 
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A hymn having been sung and prayer 
the Rey. J. Monro Gibson, D.D., 
addressed the Conference on “‘The Law of 
ist ruling the Believer in the ordinary 
business of life.” [We hope to give « 
résume of this address in our next issue.) 


 Wepwespar Octoper 25. 
’The devotional meeting. this morning 
was presided over by the Rev. W. Bishop, of 
Leicester, who gave an interesting exposition 

of the principles of Christian union. | 
At the meeting of the Conference the chair 


must be, his aim. It is a necessity of hi 
that his desires and endeavours go 
direction, and it may be affirmed that no one 
believer who is not conscious of such desires 
who does not more or less strenuously put 
the endeavours t which sach desires prompt. 
is important, then, that at the very oateet we 
unguish between these two things—the aim 
the attainment. It is the losing sight of 
that confusion 


of perfection to which the Apostle Paul never laid 
claim 


they would not wish to impose on others by any 
we can come to no other conclusion 


them. 
If we turn to the New Testament we 


which we have Christian believers 
those who are sanctified—who are 
by holiness—in the other, we have reference to the 
fact that the process of sanctification, however 
rapidly advancing, is still en We need 
experience no great difficilty dealing with 
these two classes of passages. 
have reference to the condition in which all 
believers are. They are sanctified, set t to 
certain uses; in them the work of sanctification 
has commenced; the princi of true holiness 
are implanted. In the other we have reference 
to the process which has been commenced, 


In the one we 
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occupied by Donald Matheson,  .q., 
Treasurer, who, efter a few remarks, called 
the Rev. T. M. Morris, of Ipswich, te | 
HOLINESS IN THE BELIEVER—A BECESSITY. 
The subject which I have to bring ander your ; 
one w ter 
And now, Christian friends of Leicester atta.cion than I fear, it ordinarily oe, 8 
: is: “Holiness in the Believer—a Necessity.” 
By which I understand that holiness is, sod 
most be, the aim of the believer—and may 
be his attainment. We must distinguish here 
between the asim and the attainment, the 
ideal and the realization. Is is by necessity 
of hie natere that the believer aims at holiness ; 
“Temight quite wal “it is his privilege to believe that he may in an 
evor-increasing degree attain unto it. When, 
to m | then, we of holiness in the believer as « 
entil the local weakness | necessity, we do not declare that any particular 
the be a Christian, but that if anyone is a true 
I were there. I shall seck to believer in be, 
spirit, and trast that the Leicester 
be one of the most profitable 
the 
Upon the suggestion of the Chairman, it 
was agreed to convey the thanks of the Con- a 
ference to the President for hie communica- ) 
tion, with the expression of their earnest a 
hope that he might be speedily restored to | obscurity of thought and [uummbich 
health and strength. prevail with respect to this subject. When we , 
CHRISTIAN LIF£ IN ITS RELATION TO hear (as we not infrequently do) persons quite i 
recently converted, with but vague and inade- | 
SOUND DOCTRINE. quate conceptions of the religion they profess— ; 
The Rev. Hubert Brooke, m.a, then de- | persans not noticeable for any exceptional holiness . 
livered an address on this subject. [We hope | of vip the 
ness umility are certainly not in very 
CHRISTANITY AND DAILY LIFES. speaking of complete sanctification and absolute 
holiness as a very ordinary attainment of their 
than that they are labouring 
Another hymn was sung and prayer | mistake, and are using the w sanctification, a 
The Rev. A. Tilly, of Cardiff, | pertestion, | 
f blishing the rom in whic great majorit: | 
jest people have been and are accustomed toemploy _ 
dresses, D 
listened, in a separate form as well as in the } 
monthly organ of the Alliance. The Secre- f 
tary promised that the matter should be r 
brought before the Council. 
The meeting was closed with the Bene- 
| 
| 
| | 


and whi -, thoagh advincing, is still incom- 
Whee then, I repeat, we «peak of 

in the believer, & we 
being a necessity, no two believers are dis- 
the same degree; we 
mean that is iu euch « condition as 
necessity of bis new mature, holinces, 
sanctification, is his aim—the grand object of his 
desires and endeavours. The will of God concern- 
ing us is our sanctification, and all His arrange- 
ments for us and all His actual dealings with us 
are designed to promote and secare that. 


should have some clear distinct idea of what that true 
holiness is by which, in an ever-increasing degree, 
we.as believers in Christ, are to be distingsished. 
If we look to the Word of God we shall fied that a 
great deal more is said about holiness, aanctifica- 
tion, the renewal. parification, and perfecting of 
l and spiritaal natore, than there i« about 
on, the forgiveness of our sine. Pardon, 
is never referred to as an end in it- 
only as « means to an end. Christ comes 
us in tarning every one of as away from 
igalties.” “For the grace of God which 
salvation hath appeared to all men, teach- 
that, denying ungodliness and worldly 
Id live soberly and righ and godly in 
present world ; looking for that blemed hope 
glorions appearing of the great God and 
Jesus Christ; who gave himeelf for 
might redeem as from all iniquity, and 
himeclf a iar zealous of 


a 


ordinary to a peculiar and sacred use; and 
fo in Scripture both to things and 
us, the Priests and Levites, the taber- 

nacle and temple, the ark and the altar, and, in- 
deed, all the vessels and furniture of the sanctuary 
were sanctified and made holy ; their holiness con- 
sisting In and entirely depending upon their 
separation from ordinary ases, and their dedica- 
tion and consecration to the sole service of God. 
But besides this there is what we may speak of as 


FE 


habitual and inherent holiness, such as, in various | 
distinguishes all the children and people 


Bat here we have something more than the 
negative idea of separation from moral imperfection, 
sin, and impurity ; for we must all see that this 
implies the existence and istence of some- 
thing which is positive—a of sin implics 
the presence of grace. I do not know where te 
find « better definition of sanctification than that 
of the Assembly's Catechism : “ Sanctification is 
| whereby we are 
renewed in the whole man after the image of God, 
and are enabled more and more to die unto sin 
and live unto righteousness.” God is the author 
of holiness ; and wherever true holiness exists it is 
the result of the operation of God's Spirit—the 
Holy ma upon our entire nature, renewing us 
after image of God. This habitual and 
inherent holiness is conformity to the holiness of 
God. The words are, “ Be ye holy, for I am holy.” 
In God's holiness we find the model of, and the 
motive to that unto which we are to aspire. In 
the same proportion as we become holy, we become 
partakers of the divine nature. The word holi- 
uess covers all the imitable perfection of God; 
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Old Testament and New Testament that God 
Himself is absolutely wn Bin that we, as His 

le, are to be distinguished by an ever-increas- 
sey edi of holiness. It is God’s will fhat His 


the 
, the beauty, the chief adornment of the 
redeemed soul. e must feel that we are bound 
to the pursuit of holiness, if we consider the wise 
and merciful desigus of God, for our recov 
restoration by Christ Jesus. AsI have sai 


FE 


perfecting of our natures, the renewal in us of 
the image of God. Salvation is sanctification— 
holiness. This is the great end which God has 
ever had in view. We are “called to be saints.” 
God “ hath chosen us in Christ before the founda- 
tion of the world, that we should be holy.” “God 
hath from ‘the beginning chosen you to salvation, 
through sanctification.” “Christ loved the Church, 
and gave Himeelf for it, that He might sanctify 
and cleanse it.” “ And you, that were sometime 
alienated, and eremies in your mind by wicked 
works, yet rcw hath He reconciled in the 
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and when God saya, ~ Be ye holy, for I am holy,” 
| He anys, “ Become like me: be ye good, and true, 
| and mercifal; kind, and constant; forgiving, 
patient, longee@ering.” Holiness does not consist 
| 
to, 
we become (bodli ke. 
In speaking of 
the Christian bei; 
fact so obvious as 
im the hearts of 
Tt is of the atmost conerqacner, then, that we 
| 
| 
i holiness. We are bound to the pursuit 
| 
ii. 14). | 
ion from a common | 
n, 
6.) 
God here teaches his’people that unless they are 
’ | sanctified and holy there can be no such inter- 
' course between Him and them as there should be. 
/ | This idea rans th the Scriptures of both the - 
| 
| 
peop ike Himself —as who are 
§ by Himfand made partakers of His nature, we are 
to manifest hia likeness. Holiness is the very 
_ | image and glory of God. “ Who is like unto Thee, 
{ 
4 boa our sins is not the chic 
7 end *contemplated by God im interpesing on our 
4 | behalf; it isthe restoration, the purification, the 
| | 
+ 
| 
| 
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out holiness. We are to the pursuit and 
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live peaceably with all wen, but especially 
eager 


house to 
the entire of me, here means ‘with 
pr og no What is holiness? You have just 


ted, a the 
the worthy we known. By all | God, whereby from 
these, other obligations, are we unrenewed ) world, 
holiness if Christ did principles and precepts, 
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rf 
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is 
eraticn. 
holiness means. It ‘means the subduing of | rege” ter only, bat of the Holy 
whole life to the will of God—the renewal of Spine of life in Christ Jesus quickens,b 
whole 
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Lord!’ Where ; he is joined 
wovatical body, the trae Cluurch ; he has 
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body of His Sesh, death, to present, sow? Mot on the vestments of any Levitical +t 
to the the forebead. and Levite have passed by. i] 
pursuit of * when we consider the errand The Jewish tabernacle has expanded into that + 
to secure is Morning has risen 
His special office to thet we into day. Are we the children of that day? 
after ; and we should be careful that we form we have spirit; for Gerezim and oar 
do uot, by our indifference or igence in the | common scenery. The ministry of Anron is ended 
the Spirit Bat|..... All the outward glory and beauty 
rich the Lord commanded 
received ¢ = 
God, so ye would abound more and more. For ye | 
ugh, 
and 
cultivation of holiness by a regard to ourselve 
hemo was then sarty, and the Rev. 
knowledge. We cannot plead ignoranc: 
are in God’s Word many things bard to be under- HOLINESS IN THE BELIEVER—HO 
points in of which ATTAINABLE. 
Christians may and do conscient: y differ; bat 
there can be no difference of opinion here. We| “Follow peace with all men. and holiness, with- 
all know perfectly well that the will of God | out which no man shall see the Lord” (Heb. xii. 
concerning us is our sanctification, and that every 14). “Follow,” parsue after, es the huntsman 
riet must depart | pursacs after his prey; #0 “follow peace with all 
s lieth im 
suit of holiness! We shovld be led to 4 
‘ brethren, and the interest and wel- all “follow holiness” (R.V., the “sanctification |), 
a shall see the Lord.” “To i 
measured terms if we are not; aval , 
themselves of our inconsistencies and shortcomings, the shorter Catechism. 1 
net thats eanenaches not only upon us, but description of it. He says: “ holiness con- 
the nuture and will of 
is it not reasonable that we should set ourselves ness has been shown to be & Hece rN i| 
sart unreservedly for Christ? If He gave Him- | to everlasting salvation. The grest question i! 
wid ask you to consider | 
the 
the | 
ness 
writ 
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of the Lori, always brings with it. When Gay | end Both of 
sanded in im 1865, the Americans felt these have ate —- 
diffealty very They might have thought targely realised. The ae 
oF set ap new Protestant three «mall schools im 
Church, bot to try to reform the old Coptic | later, with one ia come 
Charch from the inside, and to operate through | their efforts were wo -— 
it upon Mohammedanism. There are a great many im the Betta. 
people in Eugiand who believe that this was the was 1865, Osicut, in 
only proper to treat sach am ancient and Upper ; end thee Payoom, that fertile 
apostaliec Chares. Bat one who knows the district off the Nile Valley to the south-west 
putt and of the Copii Charch wil of Cairo. From these centres (directed by Dr. Lens- 
once that sa-h a plan have been both abeard | ing, Dr. Hogs. Dr. Wateon, Mr. Mr. 
and impossible. Let me try to show you this by Ewing, and . Nieol) the wo.k spread re 
telling you what the Copte are. The Copte nom. | markeble rapidity. It consiwtes now of three main 
ber some 250,000, or one-twentieth of whole presching, ont 
population of Egypt. In form and feature they | ising ; aud the selling distribating of Bibles 
are the exact counterpart of the ancient Egyptians, and other Christian literatare. The Report for 
on tt with which 1980-81 gives the following statistics (bat I be- 
changed on the living faces into dis- been largely increased since the Report was issaed ; 
trast, and greed. ‘by virtue of their tee 
which their adherence to Christianity ae eS See as during the few months be- 
pare, they make the best farmers, accountants, and ore the rebellion): Organised congregations, 12 ; 
scribes in the country; bat few of them have ordained native pastors, 6; native licentiates, 5; 
been allowed to own land, and you meet with | native theological students, 10; communicants, 
; them chiefly in the large towns. (9 late years 1,038 (the net increase daring the previous year 
Many of | having been 51); main stations, 4; out-stations, 
have become very wealthy farmers and mer- | 40; attendance ou Sabbath, 1,837; Sabbath - 
chants. Many others, as the permanent secre-| schools, 42; day-schools, 49; teachers, 96; 
taries In various departments ender Government, | 3,070. 
throagh which, ia tal fashion, new changes | In 1980, 24,534 volames were for £1,108 ; 
of head officials are constantly passing, have come | of these 7,337 were Bibles, which brought 
to possess very great influence as well as know- | over £370. I wish I coukl take you with me 
of affairs. They are the best basiness men | through all the stations I visited. Each has its : 
in own story of bow God prepared the way 
of an equal education the Mohammedans, for the mission, stirring up in men’s hearts a dis- 
they bere proved themes content with their empty forms, and an expects- 
to the latter ; bet in ways they are morally | tion of something better coming to them. In 
inferior. They have all the vices of « sub-| the most unlikely places, and in the most untikely 
ject race, and to treachery, greed, meanness, and | men, the Spirit of God began to work ; and the 
cowardice they have added « drunkenness and | Report of 1878-79 tells bow many men were 
gation which deservedly lay them open to | converted, or stirred up towards conversion, with- 
medan scorn. | oven having seen missionary’s face. By 
almost illiterate, and this in the intellectual | scattered copies of the Bible and other books, by 
centre of Mohammedaniem. manke axe the in boat and through market of « 
little message that was new and fresh to them all, the 
teries more than faint traces of intellectual life. | knowledge of Jesus reached many a heart, aad 
Their bishops are often the most notorious of evil- pretest Oe way for the founding of churches. 
doers.’ Their whole church life is redaced tothe few | Now it was a refugee soldier, now it was © 
forms of public worship. In the Arabic of their! convict, now it wasa slave, now it was an ass- 
conquerors they have forgotten their own language, | driver, that was moved by the Gpirit to become , 
: and though their Bible and liturgies are written | an instrument of the of unto salvation. 
in it, it as mach « senled language to them U 
the Latin of hi« Bible and Prayer-book is to the followed, both of « hidden and an open kind, and at 
; Catholic peasant of Ireland—a dumb oracle from | the instigation both of Moslems and Copts. But 
ae which comes no inspiration or life, and whose | many embraced a good confession, and every- 
j forms excite only the memories of their bitter | where the movement was with . When 
iF hate against fellow-Christians than against | wisdom of the early educational ‘plans of the 
even their Mohammedan oppressors. You may In answer to the 
if imagine. what a conception of Christianity they | numerous requests for teachers and pastors that 
i Sse Moslem; and, from what you now | reached them from all Coptic quarters of Ezypt, 
: I trast you will justify the methods that | the mission nad ready a large number of young 
them. pte ert the inside of the | cated, but whom God also led to devote their 
1 Coptic was hopeless, these missionaries | faculties to His service. Itis one of the bestsigns — 
of the mission that young men, with prospects in 
in the native commerce or politics, have deliberately turned 
‘ separate Charch, in the first | away from these in order to give themselves to 
filled by individaal accessions thee with It is 
ip the Coptic Church, and, in the second place, | the custom in the schools for the best scholars to : 
\ should inflaenes Mohammedanism with the spec- ' look forward to the work of teaching- and I know ' 
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Church 
great sinsso much as lukewarmness. [ot had 
00 iuffuence in Sodom. When sent to preach to his 
-ons-io-law, he seemed as one that mocked —unreal ! 
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ings to others—difference that and being 
ae of blessing, which a bad man 
may id be like the glow-worm, light 


The Conference meetings having termi- 
nated, the Rev. H. E. Brooke, of Dovercourt, 
presided over a United Communion Service 
which immediately followed. 

[ We are compelled to postpone the publi- 
cation of the address given by Mr. Brooke 
until our next number. | 


McArthur, Esq., M.P., and afterwards D. 


OF COUNCIL. 
G. H. Ayerst, Esq., Cambridge, 
Rev. J. i Toppiog, London. 
Dr. Alex. Boswell, Ashbourose. 
Rev. L. Nicholson, Ashbourne. 
Mrs. Nicholson, Ashbourne. 
Miss Wright. Ashbourne. 
Mr. John Harlow, Ashbourne. 
Mr. Ewin Bradiey, Ashbourne. 
Rev. J. W. Barroughs, Ashbourne. 
Mr. Thomas Twigge, Aabhourne. 
Rev. James Crabtree, Attenboroug). 
Rev. W. Morris, Loughborough. 
Mrs. Nettleship, Leicester. 
Miss Isaacs, Leicester. 


J. B. Al 

Culley, Esq., Norwich. 
H. B. Miller, ., Norwich. 
Rev. C. Ogden, Norwich. 


DEPUTATION WORK. 
Mr. Arnold reported, on behalf of General 
Field, Deputation visit paid to Ashbourne, on 
October 26.and 27, Mr. Arnold also 


‘that he had, at the request of the Nottingham | 


Branch, attended their Annual 
the 26th inst. 
OBITUARY, i 

Reported, the decease of James Mitchell, 
Esq., LL.D., one of the earliest friends of the 


Meeting on 


and would be the means of stimulating their knowledge. 

The Rev. J. J. Luce, of Gloucester, then | mind your ross! (8) Marks of 
gave an address on “ The Lord's Vineyard fraitfal be ive whally er God 
fruit that jorisheth, and fruit that re-| Secondly, he lives for men—* Groater hath 
maineth.” We are sorry to be unable to 
for his friends,” &c. And, » he loves 
give more than s few notes of this address. 1 1, fellows—“ That ye love one another,” ke. | 

God expects fruit from the trees of His plant- | 7, be fruitful there must be consecration. The 
ing. He bas made an investment in His people, | burnt-offering was wholly 
and expects a return. How good to see the fruit- till we yield ourselves to J 
ful Christian! “I have fought the fight,” Sc. | offerings we can hardly . 
What are we doing with life? We were made to/| gn to His Se 

that remaineth. contrast between the fruitless | 
and fruitfal Christian: we see it in Lot and 

Abraham. The fruitless Christian, an anomaly! | guives but act as to Him. Thus bless- z 
man who said, “I know I am 
saved Christ ; bat I have no comfort 
in upon my life—mine has been a 
wasted Another, a Christian merchant, | seen, t not worm. us 
said, “I cannot join in the prayer yy Ke what hinders fellowship. . There should be no- 
for my creation.” The contrast is not only be- thing between us and our fellow-Christians, high 
tween or low, agreeing or disagreeing with us in doctrine, 
and Lot. (2.) Why are Christians fruittess? | in Christ. (4) Conditions of fruitfulness, union 
Because their is external; roots neglected. | with Christ. Abide ia Christ! 

UNITED COMMUKION SERVICE. 
g-tree in of ; ty of advan- 

Because sap went to wood and leaves ; all external. 
Sap running away from root, the tree would 
naturally have dried up from root. Sel/-satis- ; 
faction: Christians rest in privileges, and in a, 

PROCEEDINGS 

The first meeting of the new Council, ; 
appointed at the Leicester Conference, was 
held on Friday, November 10, Alexander 
Matheson, Esq., in the chair. A passage of | 
Scripture having been read, prayer was 
offered by the Rev. H. W. Townsend. 

APPOINTMENT OF OFFICERS. | 
The Treasurer, Honorary Secretaries, and : 

Secretaries were re-elected, and Finance and : 

other Committees were appointed. Miss Alsett, Leicester. 4 
NEW MEMBERS. Mise Coamberlain, Leicester. 
Miss Leicester. 
The following persons were unanimously ° 
admitted to membership : 
Henry Be 
G."A. Suit, 
wa. 
A. B. Brett, , Cambridge. | 
Hewley, Esq., 
H. Rutherford, , Cambridge. 
W. Kellett, Eeq., Cam 
Thomas Enraght , Heq., Cambridge. 


of Prager 


| December 1, 1688. 


Both of | stracted to forward them respectively to the 


these »~-.clemen were members of the Council. | British 


Evangelical Alliance, and one i those.who| of the procession of the Secred Carpet, and of - 
signed the original invit.aon convening the | the observance of the Lord's Day in Egypt, 


ibe Secretaries were instructed to convey 


the expression of the sympathy of this Council 


firet meeting.—A'.o the death of the Rev.| bad been adopted—the Council being in- 
wich the bereaved families. 


A. M. Prest-a, Vicar of Winslow. 
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largely than in any 


ee 


JANUARY WEEK OF PRAYER. 
The annual invitation for the Week of United and Universal prayer at the commence- , 


ment of the year has been largely circulated throughout the world, and the Council earnestly 


hope that the coming Week of Prayer may be unitedly observed more 


Alliance House, 7 


Adam 


aa ANNUAL CONFERENCE. observance of the approaching Week 
4 The Secretary reported upon the proceed- | in London, it was decided to hold 
‘y ings at the Annual Conference held at | West End Meetings at Steinway Hall, Lower 
Pa Leicester ; and the’ memorials on the subject ' Seymour Stre-t, Portman Square. 
N 
| y, October 26th, Carter, Honorary Secretary, 
| Nottingham Bran report, which opened with a 
ws Lecture H ce to the loss sustained by 
» MA. the late President, Vice-Presi- 
| r. rer—the Rev. Prebendary 
exercises, rtWur Wells, and Mr. Wm. 
to the great o died during the year. The 
' | was to manifest, as of the Week of Prayer 
in Christ. Their world, the efforts of the 
: the differences which f of 
of the great 
| Evangelical Alliance, 
ecti 
the nearer they 
. the Parent Society, add the meeting. 
| 
previous year, and that a fervent spirit of faith and brotherly love may animate all who may 
: participate in that hallowed season. 
The London West-end Meetings will be held each morning in Steinway Hall, Lower 
Seymour Street, Portman Square. 
On application to the Secretaries, copies of the program prayer, and 
list of London meetings, can be 
OTIC CB OO 
per 
ek. 
> 
Ur. Geo. Sauna om 
ndon, W.c. 
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